
State of Our Fields
Engagement Summary

When evaluating the challenges 
surrounding the flooding and 
limited availability of RPS athletic 
fields, what perspectives should 
the district consider?
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THOUGHTS - Highest Rated 



TOPICS - Long Term Solution



TOPICS - Health



TOPICS - Kids Need a Reliable Place to Play



TOPICS - Cost to Fix Offset by Cost to Replace



Top Themes - Ordered by Relevance
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Key Differences in Opinions
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The responses indicate a wide range of perspectives that the district should 
consider when evaluating the challenges surrounding the flooding and limited 
availability of RPS athletic fields. 

These include the financial implications of repairing and maintaining the fields, 
the environmental impact of different field materials, the need for long-term 
solutions to prevent future flooding, the importance of the fields for student 
athletes and community members, and the potential health and safety risks 
associated with different field types. 

Some respondents suggested relocating the fields, raising their elevation, or 
improving drainage systems. Others emphasized the need for a cost-benefit 
analysis, considering the ongoing costs of flood damage repair versus the initial 
cost of implementing a permanent solution.
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● Some community members are divided on the topic of artificial turf:
○ Those who support artificial turf see its durability of use as a positive 

benefit to students
○ Others express concern about the environment, student and community 

member health, and cost. Some equate natural turf with better recovery 
from floods.

● There is consensus around achieving a long-term, sustainable solution that is 
responsive to the “new normal” of field flooding

● February 8 Superintendent Coffee outlined measures that remain relevant
○ #1 - Repair the existing fields for this Spring; file insurance claims; have 

contingency plans for flooding events
○ #2 - Research options for raising or reconfiguring fields; evaluate 

natural/alternative turf options
○ 3# - Consult Army Corp of Engineers for comprehensive solution

Key Takeaways

https://www.ridgewood.k12.nj.us/our_district/about_us/office_of_the_superintendent/superintendent_coffees/coffee_presentation_slides

